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me, would have compared it most unfavourably with the
Flying Scotsmen of British railways. Rightly so But if
on the basis of that comparison they had proceeded to
condemn the Soviet system of regulated government-
owned tiansit, they would have made a most grievous
mistake, in that they would be leaving out factors of
supreme and deciding importance.

For Soviet Russia cares not the snap of a finger today
what the judgement of the casual liavcllei may be; not at
least to the extent of putting Mist-class dining-coachcs on
to the railways which link up with western Europe in order
to impress the westerner. Some of its dming-conchcs and
some of its sleeping-cars lival our best. Some linger far
behind us Soviet Russia has, however, other and wider
aims than petty rivahies, and only the study of Us railway
system and its development as a whole can reveal them.
Soviet Russia strives with all its energies, and with wide
success, to coirect the lop-sided nature of its transport
and productive system; to re-think it out and re-work it
out as a whole, marking time in the west and advancing
with astonishing rapidity eastward and southward, The
Soviets arc pioneering in a new woild It is idle to expect
them to fuss about the comforts of an old order, either
for themselves or for foreign visitors.

Soviet Russia aims at a balanced transport system, a
balanced network of railroads, motor roads, air lines, and
waterways, serving an equally balanced and far-extended
industry. The uninstructed traveller knows nothing of all
this: he may therefore form a judgement of Russia much
further fiom the truth than the man who never leaves
the British Museum. His eyes deceive him, for he sees
the lesser half of the picture and takes it for the whole.